The Honorable Gavin Newsom
Governor, State of California
1303 10th Street, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814

Director Armando Quintero

California Department of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296

Subject: Immediate Executive Action Required — State Parks Restrictions, Financial
Responsibility, and Life-Safety Risk in State-Designated Extreme Wildfire Hazard Areas

Governor Newsom and Director Quintero:

This letter serves as formal notice and a direct request for immediate executive action regarding
wildfire risk within California State Parks lands adjacent to residential communities protected by
the San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District (SRVFPD).

Beginning in early 2025, SRVFPD initiated a comprehensive, science-based wildfire mitigation
program designed to protect lives, homes, and critical evacuation corridors in areas the State of
California itself has designated as Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. This effort relied on
state fire severity mapping, advanced modeling software, and district-specific risk analysis that
clearly identified State Parks—owned lands as some of the most dangerous ignition and fire-
spread corridors threatening surrounding communities.

SRVFPD identified the risk.

SRVFPD developed the mitigation plan.
SRVFPD secured local funding.
SRVFPD stood ready to act.

Despite this, California State Parks imposed regulatory and procedural barriers that materially
prevented meaningful mitigation, resulting in several months of delay and the near-complete
dismantling of a life-safety strategy aligned with the state’s own risk assessments. These barriers
included:

o Prohibitions on vegetation treatment involving protected Manzanita species

e Mandatory cultural monitoring requirements and mandatory habitat monitoring
requirements

o Excessive oversight and compliance fees

o Severe restrictions on allowable work windows due to wildlife and temperature
constraints

As a result, of a planned 300 acres of wildfire mitigation, only 22 acres were completed. Final
project costs totaled $120,691.44, with approximately 75 percent consumed by State Parks—



mandated environmental compliance, monitoring, and oversight requirements, leaving only 25
percent applied to actual wildfire mitigation work on the ground.

This outcome is unacceptable.

The cumulative effect of State Parks’ restrictions produced a regulatory result in which the
protection of designated vegetation was elevated above immediate life safety, directly putting the
lives of California residents at risk in areas the state has already designated as extreme wildfire
hazard zones.

Equally concerning is the financial burden placed on the local fire district and its taxpayers. The
lands at issue are owned and controlled by California State Parks. The wildfire risk on these
lands was identified, mapped, and designated by the State of California itself as among the
highest severity levels in the state.

Yet despite this, SRVFPD was required to:

o Fund mitigation on state-owned land

o Pay state-imposed monitoring and oversight costs

e Absorb extensive environmental compliance expenses

e And effectively insure against wildfire risk created and maintained on state property

This approach is both illogical and hypocritical.

The state cannot designate land as extreme wildfire hazard, retain ownership and control of that

land, restrict mitigation efforts, and then shift both the financial burden and the downstream risk
to a local fire district and its residents. Wildfire risk originating on State Parks land is not—and

should not be—the financial responsibility of local taxpayers.

If the State of California has determined these areas to be among the highest wildfire risks in the
state, then the state must:

e Require mitigation to occur,
e Remove barriers to life-safety work, and
e Assume financial responsibility for mitigation on state-owned lands.

SRVEFPD fulfilled its responsibility by identifying the risk, developing a mitigation strategy,
securing funding, and formally engaging with the state. The inability to execute the plan as
designed was not due to inaction by the District, but to restrictions imposed by State Parks on
lands under state control.

Accordingly, SRVFPD hereby formally notifies the Governor’s Office and California State Parks
that responsibility and liability for wildfire risk within these identified areas rests with the State
of California, should a wildfire originate in or spread through State Parks lands where mitigation
was proposed but prevented.



Governor Newsom, this letter is a direct request for your intervention.
We respectfully but firmly request that the State of California:

1. Immediately reassess and modify State Parks’ mitigation restrictions in state-designated
high-hazard areas

2. Authorize life-safety-driven vegetation management where wildfire risk is extreme

3. Establish a streamlined approval pathway for wildfire mitigation led by local fire
authorities

4. Align environmental policy with life-safety priorities in known wildfire hazard zones

5. Assume financial responsibility for wildfire mitigation on state-owned lands designated
by the state as extreme risk

SRVFPD remains ready to proceed with mitigation work immediately and to partner with the
state in a manner that balances environmental stewardship with the fundamental responsibility to
protect human life.

Absent timely corrective action, the District will continue to formally document and object to
policies that prevent reasonable, science-based wildfire mitigation while shifting cost and risk to
local communities.

Please ensure this letter is retained as part of the official record.
We stand ready to meet, coordinate, and act without delay.

Respectfully,

Paige Meyer
Fire Chief
San Ramon Valley Fire Protection District

cc:
California Natural Resources Agency

California Office of Emergency Services

California State Legislature — Contra Costa Delegation
SRVFPD Board of Directors

District Legal Counsel



